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     – 
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WHITBY COURTHOUSE THEATRE PRESENTS

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual 
recordings of this production or distributing recordings on any medium, 
including the internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the author’s rights 
and actionable under United States copyright law. For more information, 
please visit: www.samuelfrench.com/whitepaper 

THINGS MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME is presented through special arrangement  
with Samuel French , Inc., New York.

No food or beverages (other than water) is permitted inside the theatre.  
Please respect your fellow audience members and actors, turn off all 
mobile devices and open any cellophane wrapped candy. Thank you.

Produced by 
Ted Niles & Brandon Rideout

Directed/Designed by 
Brandon Rideout

Stage Managed by 
Stephanie Lehman

Written by  
Katherine DiSavino

Things 

TaughtME
my Mother



FROM THE DIRECTOR
There is something very special about theatre. I can’t quite 
find the words to describe how it feels to take a group of 
individuals,who may have never met before, work together to take 
words from a page and turn them into a piece that makes you feel 
something.

To me, that is what theatre is all about, feeling something, be it 
anger, sorrow, laughter, love or pain. We have taken a script that 
many may call “light” or “fluffy” and have made it a piece with 
substance that is truly hilarious and full of feeling. 

Things My Mother Taught Me tells a story very near and dear to 
many of us. It’s life as it is and there are many moments in the 
show we all can relate to. Even though we are telling this story in 
present day, it is full of timeless lessons. And who doesn’t like a 
feel-good show, sure to make your sides hurt with laughter and 
remind us of all the moments of hilarity in our lives?

We have made some bold decisions to make this production really 
stand out as something special. I hope our love for this show 
becomes evident over the next two hours. Everything we have 
done and continue to do, is for you – our audience.

I would like to dedicate this show to  
the cast and crew, who trusted me  
endlessly and who have collectively  
created something beyond my wildest  
dreams. You can have the best  
production team imaginable, and you  
can give a cast the best production 
values around, but it all comes down  
to what they do with it, and in my 
eyes, they have delivered something  
spectacular. This is the most selfless 
and dedicated group of individuals I  
have ever had the opportunity to  
work with, and it was an honour.

Thank you for taking an evening  
toenjoy your little show. It takes up  
a“monumentous” place in my heart 
and I truly hope you enjoy it.

Brandon Rideout
Director
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CAST
Olivia Keegan .............................................................GENEVIÈVE HÉBERT-CARR
Karen Keegan ................................................................................SHARON BERMAN
Carter Keegan ............................................................................LINCOLN TRUDEAU
Gabe Lawson ................................................................................. DARREN BRUNKE
Lydia Lawson.........................................................................................NANCY GLEED
Wyatt Lawson ......................................................................................SHAEL RISMAN
Max Mirowski. .................................................................................. MELISSA GIBSON

PRODUCTION TEAM
Director ....................................................................................... BRANDON RIDEOUT
Producers ......................................................... TED NILES, BRANDON RIDEOUT
Stage Manager ....................................................................... STEPHANIE LEHMAN
Set, Lighting & Sound Design .......................................... BRANDON RIDEOUT
Wardrobe & Hair .......................................................................................................CAST
Set Construction .................................IAN HANDSCOMB (Master Carpenter) 

TED NILES, BRANDON RIDEOUT, CHRIS CARR 
DARRYL GILL, CORY GLEASON, PAUL SOWERBUTTS

Set Decoration & Scenic Painting ...................BRANDON RIDEOUT (Lead) 
VAGNER AGUIAR, MELANIE BAKER, ALENA DELONG 

IAN HANDSCOMB, GENEVIÈVE HÉBERT-CARR 
STEPHANIE LEHMAN, TED NILES, DEB SMITH 

PAUL SOWERBUTTS, PEGGY SOWERBUTTS, VIVIAN TATTRIE 
Properties ..........................................VIVIAN TATTRIE (Lead), NANCY GLEED 

IAN HANDSCOMB, TED NILES
BRANDON RIDEOUT, DEB SMITH

Lighting Technicians ....................BRANDON RIDEOUT (Lead), TED NILES
Lighting & Sound Operator .............................................. STEPHANIE LEHMAN
Assistant Stage Managers ...... PAUL SOWERBUTTS, PEGGY SOWERBUTTS
Program Design and Photography ...................................................... TED NILES
Lobby Display & Digital Presentation ... TED NILES, BRANDON RIDEOUT

SETTING
An empty two bedroom apartment in an up and coming neighbourhood 
in Chicago, present day.

Things My Mother Taught Me is presented in two acts with a 15 minute 
intermission in between. 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

GENEVIÈVE 
HÉBERT-CARR 
(Olivia Keegan)  
is thrilled to take 
part in this 
production. Having 
mostly worked in 
musicals as an 
enthusiastic 
member of all-
singing, all-dancing 

ensembles, this is quite a departure. 
She is also terrified. She would like to 
thank the cast and crew for their hard 
work, dedication, and never-ending 
laughs. As always, her parents, who are 
her source of courage, her son, who 
amazes her more every day, and her 
husband, who always believes it when 
she says “this is the last one, babe.”

NANCY GLEED 
(Lydia Lawson)  
was most recently 
seen in WCT’s 
August: Osage 
County (Thea 
nomination for Best 
Supporting Actress) 
and is thrilled to be 
back on stage again. 
She would like to 

thank this talented cast and crew for 
another fantastic theatre experience, 
and to director Brandon for his 
commitment and enthusiasm to this 
heart-warming play! Nancy dedicates 
this role to her own mom and those 
valuable “life lessons” that were passed 
down through the years, and to her 
daughter, Amanda, who has now 
become the recipient of all those same 
conversations and sage advice!

SHAEL RISMAN 
(Wyatt Lawson)  
was most recently 
seen in WCT’s 
productions of 
August, Osage 
County and Moon 
Over Buffalo, as well 
as OnStage 
Uxbridge’s Dads! 
and Calendar Girls. 

Past engagements have included 
Toronto productions of Runaways, Little 
Shop Of Horrors, and A Midsummer’s 
Night Dream.  Always thrilled to be the 
center of attention, Shael is happy to 
once again stumble across the WCT 
boards drunk and singing.

DARREN BRUNKE  
(Gabe Lawson) is 
thrilled to return to 
the Whitby 
Courthouse stage as 
‘Gabe’ in Things My 
Mother Taught Me 
following his WCT 
debut in the 
dysfunctional 
comedy, Some 

Assembly Required. Darren most 
recently played Junior in The Phoenix 
Lottery (DSP). His previous acting 
credits include: Beautiful City, Unity 
(1918), Wit, Nothing Sacred, The 
Crucible, Mad Boy Chronicles, As You 
Like It, Pals, The Laramie Project, Wake-
Up Call and Monkey Do. Darren has won 
multiple awards for acting, is a recipient 
of the Ken & Anne Watts Memorial 
Scholarship and went on to study 
theatre in London, Ontario. He would 
like to sincerely thank Brandon, Ted and 
the entire TMMTM cast and crew. Big 
hugs to John, Mom, Dad, Sparrow, Finch 
and my dear friend Margo.

SHARON 
BERMAN (Karen 
Keegan) is very 
excited to have 
been involved in this 
production and 
would like to thank 
everyone involved 
for the fantastic 
experience. Sharon 
could previously be 

seen in 5 Women Wearing the Same 
Dress (ACT), I’ll be Back Before 
Midnight (ACT) and Moon over Buffalo 
(WCT). She would like to thank her one 
husband (who she is thrilled to be 



working with again), two children and two dogs 
for their support of her theatrical pursuits. Her 
dogs have been most encouraging.

LINCOLN TRUDEAU 
(Carter Keegan) is thrilled to 
be back at WCT, working 
with such a fantastic and 
funny group of people on 
and off stage. He was last 
seen here in Communicating 
Doors and The 39 Steps and 
has been busy recently in 
the region performing in 5 
Women Wearing the Same 

Dress (ACT) and The Underpants (OLT).

MELISSA GIBSON 
(Max Mirowski) is thrilled to 
once again appear on the 
WCT stage. Being a part of a 
production with a dedicated 
cast and crew laying it all on 
the line for YOUR entertain-
ment is truly what brings her 
joy.  You may have seen her 
most recently on the WCT 
stage in August: Osage 

County as Barbara, for which she won the Thea 
Award for Best Supporting Actress and she 
appeared last season in Communicating Doors 
and Monty Pyton’s Spamalot. She is honoured to 
bring the flawed and hilarious character of Max 
to life! Shots for everybody!

WHO’S WHO IN PRODUCTION 
BRANDON RIDEOUT 
(Producer/Director/Set & 
Lighting Designer) is 
honoured to have the 
pleasure of working with the 
most dedicated and 
committed group of 
individuals he ever has. 
Previous directing credits 
include Mel Brook’s Young 
Frankenstein and Cats, The 

Musical. Brandon has been recognized by ACT-
CO for both Lighting Design (August: Osage 
County and A Few Good Men) and Sound 
Design (Communicating Doors). Since this is his 
first time directing a straight-play, he is 
immensely thankful to the cast, for their total 
trust and support, to Ted and Ian for their 
support and sincere friendship and to Vagner 
for always keeping me headed in the right 
direction. He is also thankful to the volunteer 
Board of Directors, because without them, there 
would not be such stellar theatre in Whitby. 
Brandon hopes you enjoy our lovely little show.

TED NILES  
(Producer) is beaming with 
pride! Currently, the 
President of WCT, he 
brought this relatively 
unknown comedy to be part 
of the 2016-17 season in his 
previous role as Artistic 
Director. Ted knew it was 
sure to be a great 
production once Brandon 

Rideout was chosen to direct/design (Brandon 
also brought with him one of Durham’s finest 
stage managers and best theatre carpenter 
around). Since then, a stellar cast of the who’s 
who in community theatre were assembled as 
well as the best production team anyone could 
ask for. He would like to thank all of them for 
their endless hard work and friendship. Special 
thanks to Ian for his continued love and 
support. Ted will be making his directorial debut 
next season in Mambo Italiano.

BECOME A MEMBER
Join us as a member of Whitby Courthouse Theatre 
and be a star on stage, backstage or on a creative 
team. Volunteers are always needed to help out, and 
besides, it’s a whole lotta fun! For more information 
email: vicepresident@whitbytheatre.org

SUPPORT WCT
50/50 tickets and refreshments 
are sold during intermission. All 
proceeds go directly to help fund 
future WCT productions.



STEPHANIE LEHMAN 
(Stage Manager) is thrilled 
to be working with Whitby 
Courthouse Theatre again. 
She earned her theatre B.A. 
from Dalhousie University. 
Stage Managing credits 
include: Little Shop of 
Horror; Company and Guys 
and Dolls. At WCT Stephanie 
worked on Every Christmas 

Story Ever Told; The 39 Steps and Monty 
Python’s Spamalot.  

IAN HANDSCOMB 
(Master Carpenter) has just 
returned from Oshawa Little 
Theatre where he designed 
the set for How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really 
Trying (H2S). His set designs 
for H2S, Sweeney Todd and 
Suds were recognized by 
ACT-CO, and he won Thea 
Awards for The 25th Annual 

Putnam County Spelling Bee and Cabaret. His 
other design credits include The Phoenix 
Lottery, The Ecstasy of Rita Joe, Ten Lost Years, 
Waiting for Godot, The Tempest and Das 
Rheingold. He has assisted on Les Misérables, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, On Golden Pond, 
Urinetown, Leading Ladies, A Christmas Carol 
and Mindgame. Next season’s possible projects 
include Mambo Italiano, Avenue Q and Crazy 
for You. In his spare time, Ian is the Artistic 
Director of the Claude Watson School for the 
Arts in Toronto.

SPECIAL THANKS
A special thank you to the following for 
their support:
Deb MacDonald, Mike Ruta & Leema 
Williams – Metroland Media; Claude Watson 
School for the Arts; Starbucks (Warden/
Eglinton, #sbux4803); WCT’s front of house 
volunteers; Town of Whitby and Centennial 
Building facility staff.

PAUL SOWERBUTTS 
(Assistant Stage Manager) 
the acclaimed spotlight 
operator of the WCT 
production Catch Me If You 
Can, is excited to be a part 
of this latest production 
with a fabulous cast and 
crew. Since joining the 
theatre a mere year ago he 
has been stage crew, ASM, 

set construction, prop construction and 
spotlight operator. His talents backstage stem 
from the fact that he cannot act. Thanks to 
Shael and Sharon for opening his eyes to 
community theatre.

PEGGY SOWERBUTTS 
(Assistant Stage Manager) 
is looking forward to 
working with this highly 
entertaining group of 
people. She started her 
community theatre 
adventures just one short 
year ago thanks to a little 
game of “Ridiculous 
Options”. What was to have 

been just one show has turned into five 
beginning with Moon Over Buffalo and ending 
most recently with Catch Me If You Can. Thanks 
to Sharon Berman for encouraging/tricking her 
to think outside of the box.

WCT AUDITIONS
Mambo Italiano  
May 28 & 30, 7pm
Director: Ted Niles
Stage Manager: Stephanie Lehman
Production dates: Nov. 9-25, 2017
Auditions will consist of cold readings 
from the script. To book a day, email 
auditions@whitbytheatre.org

Avenue Q Auditions coming soon.

Visit whitbytheatre.org or sign up 
for e-Blasts to keep up-to-date on 
everything WCT!



Mambo Italiano  
by Steve Galluccio

Mambo Italiano achieves its overwhelming power through a perfect 
balance of poignant drama and fast-paced comedy. Angelo, at the 
prompting of his equally repressed sister Anna, has told his very 
traditionally Italian immigrant parents, Maria and Gino, that he is gay. 
Hurt, betrayed and mortified by Angelo’s coming out, his lover Nino is 
not unprepared for his widowed Italian mother Lina’s reaction: a full-
on operatic barrage of melodrama and hysterical excess so profound 
it gives even Angelo’s shocked parents pause for second thoughts 
and prompts a hilarious and touching re-examination of their own 
outraged response to their son. Seeing their relationship shattered by 
their families’ reactions of grotesquely overplayed comedy and pathos, 
Angelo emerges from the drama with his new-found pride intact, while 
Nino retreats even further into the darkness of his bisexual closet.

Avenue Q – The Musical! 
Music & Lyrics by Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx | Book by Jeff Whitty
Book based on an original concept by Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx

Tony® Award’s 2004 Best Musical, Avenue Q is part flesh, part felt, and 
packed with heart. The laugh-out-loud musical tells the timeless story 
of a recent college grad named Princeton who moves into a shabby 
New York apartment all the way out on Avenue Q. He soon discovers 
that although the residents seem nice, it’s clear that this is not your 
ordinary neighborhood. Together, Princeton and his new-found friends 
struggle to find jobs, dates, and their ever-elusive purpose in life. Filled 
with gut-busting humor and a delightfully catchy score, not to mention 
puppets, Avenue Q is a truly unique show that has quickly become 
a favourite for audiences everywhere. Although the show addresses 
humorous adult issues, it is similar to a beloved children’s show: a 
place where puppets are friends, monsters are good and life lessons 
are learned. Not recommended for children under 14 years. 

The Dixie Swim Club
by Jessie Jones, Jamie Wooten & Nicholas Hope

Five Southern women, whose friendships began many years ago on 
their college swim team, set aside a long weekend every August to 
recharge those relationships. Free from husbands, kids and jobs, they 
meet at the same beach cottage on North Carolina’s Outer Banks to 
catch up, laugh and meddle in each other’s lives. The Dixie Swim Club 
focuses on four of those weekends and spans a period of 33 years. As 
their lives unfold and the years pass, these five women increasingly 
rely on one another, through advice and raucous repartee, to get 
through the challenges that life flings at them. And when fate throws 
a wrench into one of their lives, these friends, proving the enduring 
power of teamwork, rally `round their own with the strength and 
love that takes this comedy in a poignant and surprising direction. A 
hilarious and touching comedy about friendships that last forever.

PICK 2 or 3 at WCT!
Pick All 3 Shows = $57
❍  Mambo Italiano and  

Avenue Q – The Musical and  
The Dixie Swim Club

Pick Any 2 Shows = $38
❍  Mambo Italiano 
❍  Avenue Q – The Musical
❍  The Dixie Swim Club

Complete the form (on the next page) 
with payment and mail it or drop it off 
to Whitby Courthouse Theatre’s office 
on the main floor... there is a drop box in 
the office door.

We will begin processing subscription 
orders on July 1. Long-time and return 
subscribers will be given first priority if 
their orders are received by July 1.  
After July 1, all orders will be completed 
as they are received. 

You can also purchase your subscription 
and single show tickets online, beginning 
September 1 by visiting: 

whitbytheatre.org

 Save 
 30%2017-18 SEASON  

SUBSCRIPTION 
FLYER & FORM (on back)







PICK 2 or 3 @ WCT! – 2017/18 Subscription Form
 Patron Information

Name Address

City/Town Postal Code  Phone

E-mail ( all personal info will be kept strictly confidential and only used by WCT to keep you informed)

 Order Form – You must choose a minimum of 2 productions

ADULT PRODUCTIONS @ $19 each (regular price $27 each). All service fees are included.

Mambo Italiano Avenue Q – The Musical The Dixie Swim Club
Date Time #Tics Date Time #Tics Date Time #Tics
Thursday, Nov. 9 8pm Thursday, Feb. 8 8pm Thursday, Apr. 12 8pm

Friday, Nov. 10 8pm Friday, Feb. 9 8pm Friday, Apr. 13 8pm

Saturday, Nov. 11 8pm Saturday, Feb. 10 8pm Saturday, Apr. 14 8pm

Thursday, Nov. 16 8pm Thursday, Feb. 15 8pm Thursday, Apr. 19 8pm

Friday, Nov. 17 8pm Friday, Feb. 16 8pm Friday, Apr. 20 8pm

Saturday, Nov. 18 2pm Saturday, Feb. 17 2pm Saturday, Apr. 21 2pm

Saturday, Nov. 18 8pm Saturday, Feb. 17 8pm Saturday, Apr. 21 8pm

Thursday, Nov. 23 8pm Thursday, Feb. 22 8pm Thursday, Apr. 26 8pm

Friday, Nov. 24 8pm Friday, Feb. 23 8pm Friday, Apr. 27 8pm

Saturday, Nov. 25 8pm Saturday, Feb. 24 8pm Saturday,Apr. 28 8pm

# of Tickets x $19 =  __________  |  Seat Location: _______________  (based on availability)

 Payment Information

Total Charged: $ ________________________    

¦ Cheque (payable: Whitby Courthouse Theatre)

¦  ¦ 

 
Credit Card #

 
Expiry (MM-YY)

11

1112

A 8910111213141516

910111213141516

910111213141516

910111213141516

910111213141516

910111213141516

910111213141516

910111213141516

9

9

1012131415

8

101314

1213

7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

8 7

7

6 5 4 3 2 1

3 2 1

B

C
D

E
F

G
H
I
J

K

Mail completed form & payment to: 
 Whitby Courthouse Theatre 
416 Centre St S, Whitby L1N 4W2 

OR drop it off at WCT’s Office (just off 
the theatre lobby, mail slot in the door).

 Theatre Seating Plan

Stage



100 Brock St, S. 
Whitby, ON
905-430-3774

www.lafontainewhitby.ca

WHITBY COURTHOUSE THEATRE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President ......................................................................TED NILES
Vice-President ..................................................................JOSH FORD
Executive Producer ................................................................VACANT
Treasurer  ...................................................................VIVIAN TATTRIE
Secretary  .......................................................HEATHER DOUCETTE
Artistic Director .......................................................... DEBRA SMITH
Box Office .......................................................BERNADETTE SIMMS
Front of House .........................................................MELISSA SMITH
Marketing .......................................................MONIQUE ESSEGERN
Youth Group ........................................................... NICOLE VEZEAU

DEPARTMENT HEADS
Archivist .....................................................................CLAUDE LAVOIE 
Office Manager ..............................................CLAUDE LAVOIE
Props Managers .......................................................... DEBRA SMITH 

SUSAN WABB
Technical Manager ..........................................................ALEX KONC
Wardrobe Managers ..................................MARLA FITZGERALD 

DONNA GUNTER
Workshop Manager ................................................................VACANT
Webmaster ............................................................................TED NILES

905-430-7939 
105 Industrial Dr, Whitby

The Official Printer of WCT!

Don't miss a performance, audition or up-to-the-minute news.

Subscribe for FREE today at  
whitbytheatre.org



Support WCT’s  
talented Youth Group!  
Roald Dahl’s Willie Wonka  
is coming this June...  
don’t miss it!

whitbytheatre.org
416 Centre Street South | Whitby | 905-668-8111

Why Buy a Subscription?
•  We produce three adult shows a year. Regular single tickets 

price is $27 (includes all service fees). Season subscribers 
SAVE and pay as little as $57 for all three shows. 

•  Not able to commit to all three? No problem! WCT allows you 
to purchase only two shows at the low subscribers’ price.

•  You can obtain a subscription brochure and form online or  
pick one up in the theatre lobby.

Benefits
•  You will be get the best available seats for every show.

•  Tickets are available to you at a discounted rate.

•  Your tickets can be mailed to you (not available with  
online orders).

•  Date Conflicts? Not a problem. Simply exchange up to  
one month before the show at the WCT Office.

LOOK INSIDE

WCT’S 2017-18  
SUBSCRIPTION BROCHURE  
IS NOW AVAILABLE!


